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Conſider the Apoſtle — High- Prieſt of our pro- 
feſſion, Chriſt Jeſus, Heb, iii. 1. | 
God anointed Jeſus of Nazareth with the Holy 
Ghoſt and with power, who went about doing 
good, and healing all that were oppreſſed of the 

devil, Acts x. 38. 


He preached the Kingdom of God, for therefore was 
- he ſent, Luke iv, 43. 
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Dorn iv. 18, 1 9. 


The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, becauſe he hath 
anointed me to preach the goſpel to the poor, he 
| hath ſent me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach 
©" deliverance to the captives, ' and recovering of 
ſight to the blind, to ſet at liberty them that are 
bruiſed, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 


HIS was that portion of ſcripture our Saviour 
IJ choſe for his text when he preached at Naza- 
reth on a certain ſabbath-day, not long after his 
baptiſm in Jordan; and when he had read it in the 
fynagogue he cloſed the book and ſat down, and ſaid. 
This day is the ſcripture fulfilled in your ears, 
and all wondered at the gracious words which he 
ſpake, and the of all in the ſynagogue were 
faſtened on him; but before he had done ſpeaking, 
his own: docttine was verified in himſelf, namely, 
© that a' prophet is not without honour but in his 
own'country, and among his own kindred; for they 
were offended” with his doctrine, and thruft him out 
of their ſynagogue, and attempted to kill him, but he 
eſcaped through the midſt of them, and went away. 

I ſhall not now make obſervations on what offended 
the Nazarenes in our Lord's diſcourſe, no rſpeak of 
his early perſecutions, and how he uſed his divine 
power in diſappearing from among them that ſought., 


to deſtroy him, ſor this would take up that time 


which I would rather ſpend in treating of his bleſfed 


offices in the world. This ſhall always be to me a 
favourite fubject, as long as I am his ſervant, and 
permitted to ſabour in his vineyarc. 

It is certain, Iſaiah, out of whoſe prophecy Jeſus 
read, ſpake thofe things not of himſelf but of the 
Redeemer, ſince he has appropriated them to him- 
ſelf, and which things are the teſtimony of all the 
inſpired writers concerning him. 2 


Our Saviour would read in the ſcripture, to teach 


us they were the true ſayings of God, and that we 
might not be tempted to diſeſteem or ſlight the law 
and the prophets; He often mentions paſlages out 
of the Bible himſelf, and bid ſuch as wanted to be 
ſatisfied concerning him, ſearch the ſcriptures, con- 
ſeſſing at the ſame time, © theſe are they that teſtify 
of me.” He alſo blames the Sadducees, becauſe they 
wete ignorant of the (criptures, and urges no greater 
| Feaſon in his anſwers to the tempter than that it was 
written, He was, no doubt, the God of wiſdom, 
and eould eaſily have baffled ſatan with the e 


arguments, but he choſe only to ſay, it e egy, 5 


and referred to the holy writings, as to the words of 
Ged; nor could the enemy, with all his tempta- 
tions, ſtand againſt the ſimplicity of our Saviour. In 
this reſpect he has left us an example that we ſhould 
follow his footſteps, when ſatan or carnal men would 
reaſon with us. If they would oppoſe the Godhead 
af our Saviour, our anſwer muſt be, How reade 

thou? It is written, „He is over all God bleſſed 
for evermore. Or ſhould they deſpiſe free juſtifica- 
tion, the gift of the Spirit, the knowledge of our 
falvation, the aſſurance of faith, Chriſt's dwelling in 


us and manifeſting himſelf to us, we muſt appeal to 
the ſcriptures, for ſo it is written: and when meek 


arguments 


3 
arguments from the oracles of God and our Saviour's 
own words are not likely to prevail, we may not uſe 
other wiſdom, or hope to ſucceed by any other wea- 
pon; this is the ſword of the Spirit, and “ if men 
hear not Moſes and the prophets, neither would they 
be perſuaded though one roſe from the dead“ 
_ Chriſtians are perſons who have received Jeſas 
Chriſt for their God, and are called by his name in 
the world; his word decides all eontroverſies with 
them, and is believed, though it contradicts the max- 
ims of the philoſophers, and oppoſes the ſeien ces of 
the ſchools; and therefore his diſciples, the true 
Ehriftians in all ages and countries, think not, if ſuch 
doctrines are probable? or if that declaration of 
Jeſus, or this promiſe can be poſſible? but ſimply 
and implicitly they believe him in all things, and 
judge not after the fight of their eyes, or after the 
hearing of their ears, but follow his word through 
thick and thin, through evil report and good report, 
and venture all they have eternally upon his word. 
In this matter our Nieser pee and tries his chil- 
dren, for none of his doctrines are of the world, nor 
were calculated to pleaſe men. But ſome point 
blank oppoſe the common received opinions of men, 
and are only poſſible with God; ſuch are the doe- 
trines of his divinity, and having the whole fulneſs 
of the Godhead in him bodily, his 'incarnation and 
being born of a virgin, his miracles in general, his 
death, his reſurrection, his meeting his diſciples, and 
ſtanding perſonally and bodily among them, when 
the doors were ſhut for fear of the Jews, his aſcen- 
ſion in a cloud into heaven, and his making himſelf 
known to and dwelling with us. e 
hut though our Saviour's doctrines do ſo far ſur- 
paſs natural conceptions, and tranſcend all humag 
reaſon and knowledge, yet has he not left his _ 
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dren without the happieſt. and moſt ſolid Eertainty ; 
of truth; for whoever believes his doctrine ſhalf 
know if it be of God, and ſhall have the witneſs in 
bimſelf, the Holy Spirit confirms our faith and makes 
aur heaxts.,** rejoice in believing with joy unſpeak- 
able and full of glory ;“, we anticipate our heaven 
Bere, and have here the evidence of things unſeen, ' 
It is well, for ether, reaſons, that we have. the 
ſoeriptures, for elſe long ago the dogtrines there 
taught had been loſt in whole countries, and the 
keatheniſh religion of nature had uſurped the place; 
ſo that if men enlightened from heaven fhould have 
come and preached, even in ſuch an age as ours, 
the forgiveneſs of fins through faith, and the com- 
fortable dactrine of the Holy Ghoſt's inſpiration, : 
the men of this. generation would have been ready 
to condemn ſuch preachers, and think, Ye bring 
Grange things to our cars; and ſhould they venture _ 
to ſay, We are witneſles of theſe things, we have 
got pardon of our. fins, and, have found Jeſus and 
eternal life, they would, be ready to ſtone them for 
blaſphemy. and preſumption, But now. the {cripe 
wares ate in the world, the ambaſſadors of the Lord 
may appeal to them chearfully, and there prove to 
all men, that ſo the apeſtles and prophets believed 
and taught, aud fo it is written, and this is their 
ſpizitual, weapon in the midſt of an adulterous and 
gainſay ing people. It is an, unſpeakable mercy we 
haye the ſcriptures, and, I. blame. ſuch exceedingly 
who take away that key of knowledge ſrom the peo» 
ple. it is a needleſs fear that ignorant and unlearned 
men and women would miſconſtrue it, and begin 
ſects and create ſchiſms in the church; ſuch have 
not done it, but the ſubtile and, wiſe ſcholars, the 
Iparned, and ſuch as have atheiſtically ſcorned to 
kelieye in Jeſus, and who have preferred human 
. FTT 
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wiſdom too much, and negleQed the teaching of td 
Holy Spirit; theſe have made the breaches, and been 
the authors of the dangerous ſects; theſe have ruſhed 
into ruin, and drawn diſciples after them; and 
therefore only becauſe the word. of God was not 
their lanthorn, nor a light to their e but they | 
choſe another way. 
Te know, my dear brethren, how many en 
are made to thoſe who keep our Saviour's words, 
* they ſhall not taſte of death, and he will keep them 
in the day which ſhall try all them that dwell u pon 
the earth; therefore, and becauſe our Saviour ſo 
read and ſpake out of the ſeriptures, let us prize 
them, and be deaf as the deaf adder to all doctrines 
that glorify not our Lord Chriſt, and which are not 
written, nor have the foundation in the ſcriptures 
of truth Let us reſt upon their veracity till Je us 
comes, who will not ſuffer '< one 7 751 or title” to 
yu away till all is fulfilled.” “ 
So much ſeemed needful to ſay on this head: * 
will now proceed to ſpeak of the text in order. 

It begins, The Spirit of the Lord is upon me.” 
All the children of God have of the ſpirit in meaſure, 
but Jeſus'had it without meaſure, even in his man- 
| Hood, of which it is here ſpoken, the Holy Ghoſt in 

fulneſs deſcended and reſted upon the holy Child ſe- 
ſus, and qualified him for his- great work. In tis 
human nature he was weak, and weaker than any 
man, he being only the ſeed of a woman, and in his 
fleſh he was capable. of ſuffering, being tempted, 
grieved, and as liable to all weakneſſes and hindrances 
as we are: He was like us in all things, ſin only 
excepted,” therefore was he anointed with the ful- 
neſs of the Spirit to be the Prophet, Kings and Prieſt 
of his people. Hence he is called, The Chriſt, 
the Meſſiah, the Lord's Anoiated for in _ 
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and gracious Lamb confeſſes when he ſays, $* He 


Was the glorious errand he had in the world, the 
chief meſſage he had to bring from the throne of his 


| © 1 
ef his humbling himſelf and taking the plate of 
Mediator, being a man, and putting himſelf in the 
place of Adam, he was lower than the Father, and 
indeed a little lower than the angels, the miniſter 
and ſervant of all, whoſe office and ſervice was to 


reſtore fallen mankind, to do Gdd's work, heal the 


breach fin had made, and fet to rights the ruined 
creation, waſhing and ſaving the ſouls in his blood, 
and bringing to them ſalvation. For this his dear 
Father ſpared and (ent him, and for this he meekly 
and willingly. came into the world; this the lowly 
hath anointed me to preach the goſpel to the poor; 

it was the principal end of his humiliation to let 
the poor know that there was mercy for them. He 

was made man and anointed for this embaſſy; it | 
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Father, and from the ſacred Frinity, that the Holy 
One from on high bad beheld their poverty, and ſent 
them redemption, that they were beloved in heaven, 
and that God who made them, and from whom they 
had wandered,and gone aſtray, had ſeen ftheir afflic- 
tion and was come down to deliver them, This 
was the glad tidings the ſervant of the Lord brought 
to his periſhing world, and for this he, who was 
God from everlaſting, and the Creator and Maker 
of all, when he had contrived the amazing ſcheme, 
and the due time was commenced, bowed. the hea- 
vens and was incarnate, ſtooped to carry the news: 

himſelf, as. well as to pay the ranfom of his enſlaved lc 


* 
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and captive creatures, and willingly offered himſelf * 
to take the ſervant's place, ſaying, In the body P 
that thou haſt prepared me, lo! 1 come to de thy „ 


, 


f 9 1 


Daniel forefaw who the Meſſiah ſhould be, and 


what perſon ſhould be the finiſher of iniquity, tranſ- 


greſſion, and fin, and who ſhould make reconciliation 
by being cut off and ſlain, and bring in everlaſting 
He io neſs, and therefore ſpeaks of anointing the 
oft Holy, _ 9 
None of the angels might announce the counſel 
of Jehovah in this matter till the Prince of their 
hoſts appeared in the fleſh, and to the poor was the 


goſpel firſt to be preached. The poor are the miſer- 
able part of mankind, the friendleſs, the defected, 


the helpleſs, ſuch as are apprized of their Joſt eſtate, 


and who are unhappy, who cannot take up with the 
world, or be ſatisfied with their good things, but 


who ſigh and mourn in ſecret, who know and feel 
their impotency, fin and unworthineſs, and who do 
not know how to be ſaved out of their danger; theit᷑ 
thoughts are “of all men I am the moſt miſerable.”* 
Theſe firſt and more immediately are the objects of 
the Lord's charity, and though all are poor but in- 
ſenſible of it, yet theſe are ſenſible of it, and their 

extremity and poverty has been the cauſe of Chriſt 
Jeſus's coming to help them. They are the highly 
favored of the Lord, and muſt hear how dear they 
are to him that made them, and what his deſigns are 
concerning them, namely, to love them with ever= 
laſting love, and to enrich them with the kingdom 
of heaven, and make them poſſeſſors of the world to 

come, This is eaſily obſerved throughout the 
ſcriptures, as well in our Saviour's ſermon- upon the 
mount as in the courſe of all his preaching, that the 


poor have the goſpel preached to them. And to the 


poor in ſpirit, the ſpiritually poor, how glad news is 
this! To ſuch as were in a low eſtate, and who 
were little, and baſe, and contemptible in their own 
eyes, and who were ready to conclude that they were 

28 ; B | forſaken 


„ ; 
forſaken' and juſtly abandoned by the Lord, and 
unworthy his notice or regard becauſe of their fin, 


how ſweet muſt the goſpel ſound when it is publiſhed 


before them, that ſuch may be ſaved, that the Lord 
has opened a well of ſalvation for ſuch to waſh in 
and be clean, that a righteouſneſs is prepared and 
finiſhed to dreſs and cloath them for the wedding 
of the Lamb, and that Jeſus had undertook for 


them, had paid their ranſom price, and had forgiven 


their debt and diſobedience, and was now their 


Saviour! This muſt revive their finking ſpirits, and 
make their heavy and diſcouraged hearts rejgice, ju 


as good old Jacob's heart revived when he looked 
out of his tent, and ſaw indeed the chariots and 
waggons Joſeph had ſent out of Egypt to fetch him; 
O, he ſaid, ** It is true! Joſeph is yet alive, 1 will 


and fee him before I die;” ſo when the report 


of the goſpel is brought with power to the ears, and 


when Jeſus himſelf ſpeaks to the heart, and brings it 


out to ſee. what he bas done for ſinners, and how he 
has prepared a ſalvation for them, when he embraces 
the ſoul and kiſſes it, and his ſoft ſtill voice whiſpers 
peace and inſpires faith, though ſmall as a grain of 
muſtard-ſeed, they revive, they receive the welcome 
meſſage, and become the happieſt of all creatures, 
As Zaccheus, the chief of the publicans in Jericho, 
received him Joytullys ſodo they, and no condemned 


criminal who ſtands ready to be executed, with the 


halter about his neck, ſo rejoices to receive the king's 
pardon, no priſoner is ſo glad to be releaſed from his 
cell, no ſlave is fo tranſported to be ranſomed, as a 


poor ſinner to have Jeſus preach the goſpel tohis heart, 


and aſſute him of his favor. This is Jeſu's work 


and office, this he muſt do himſelf, and though he 


ſends out meflengers with the ſame good news, they 
are like his filhermen, when they toiled all night but 
53% 9 took 
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took nothing without him. It is his voice that goes 
to the heart; he is the only Preacher of everlaſting, 
life in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, and he was anointed to 


preach the goſpel to the poor. 


Another of his offices is to heal the broken · hearted. 
The prophets who ſaw his day afar off, had called 
him the Healer, and ſaid he ſhould riſe with healing 


— 


under his wings, and this he preaches himſelf. 
His great intention is to create the world, the hea- 


vens and earth anew, to reſtore the decayed places, 
and build up what is fallen down; but eſpecially he 
has compaſſion upon the broken-hearted, and muſt 
heal them, for therefore was he ſent. When he came 
to Bethany and ſaw the grief and tears of Mary and 
Martha, he was ſo touched that before all he wept 
too, and rather than ſee them bear their cutting. 
affliction, Jeſus called back their brother and com- 
forted them, Thus he did when, as he was enter 


ing into the city of Nain, he met the corpſe of a 


young man, the only ſon of his mother, who was a 
widow, and weeping bitterly for her child. The 


woman was diſtreſſed, and her heart broken with 


grief at the loſs of her ly ſon; her ſoul refuſed 


comfort, I ſuppoſe ſhe wiſhed often as David once 
did for Abſalom, ** Would to God I had died for 


thee, my ſon.!”” She might think, I am a poor diſ- 


conſolate and deſolate widow, I had but one to com- 
fort me, and he is removed, I have none Teft to care 


for me, or to be a comforter to me in my old years, 
O call my name Marah, for the Lord has dealt bit- 


terly by me, he has taken away all I had, and will 


bring down my grey hairs with ſorrow to the grave. 


Thus mourned the childleſs mother till the ap- 
proached the grave, where Jeſus met her. O how 


was his heart affected, his tender mercies could not 


let him ſuffer it, he ordered the men that carried the 
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bier to ſtand ſtill, and ſaid to the poor woman, 
& Weep not;“ as if he would have faid, O, dear 
woman, I cannot bear thy grief, I know ſin has been 


the cauſe of all this; there had been no ſorrow, nor 


crying, nor death, had not fin entered into the 
world, but I am come down to end it, I am ſent to 


heal the broken-hearted, weep not, I will reſtore 


thee thy ſon; and he called him from the dead, and 
gave him to his mother. If our Saviour could be 


ſo deeply affected in ſuch caſes, and pitied the over- 
grieved children of men when their loſs was natural, 


how much more, think ye, muſt he pity ſouls whoſe 
7877 is intolerable about their fin, and who are bro- 


o 


en-hearted about their future ſtate? He knows 


what terrors can oppreſs a human. creature, he has 


been a man, and has experienced it often, and tho- 


roughly in the wilderneſs, and that night eſpecially 


when he was in ſuch diſtreſs and anguiſh that he 


„ ſunk down and trembled, walked to and fro in the 


garden, and ſweat blood, being in an agony, and 
when he cried out, My God! my God! why 
| haſt thou forſaken me!” His pangs and ſorrows 
cure us, and “ by his ſtripes we are healed.” 
W hen he lays his bleeding hand upon the heart and. 
ſays, Peace, be till, all is healed, and the hurt and 
pain removed, Remember this when ye are troubled, 
and ye who know what a broken and contrite heart 
is, for he will not deſpiſe it; offer it to him for a 


ſacrifice and he will help you, and be aſſured he was 


ſent to heal the broken- hearted. | 
Another part of our Saviour's office was to preach 
deliverance to the captives. He knew all were ſold 


and carried away captive by the enemy; all were 
his bond-ſervants, and properly flaves to ſatan and 


to fin. The bondage in Egypt was but a type'of 
our ſpiritual captivity, he therefore came to open the 
| | ; priſon 
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„ 
priſon doors, and to break in pieces the fetters of 
iron and braſs; but this he would do in equity and 
Juſtice, therefore he became our ranſom- price, and 
was given for us; his own blood was ſhed to buy 
us out of the enemy's hand, and by bearing our ſins 


and puniſhments he merited our freedom. He only 
has the power to bring a ſoul out of the houſe of 
bondage, and deliver him into the glorious liberty 
of the children of God, and make him free indeed, 
No fin can rule any longer when Jeſus has made 


him free: ſatan no longer can lead them captive at 


his will when our Saviour has commanded, ** Let 
my people go that they may ſerve me.” . 


It is a falſe doctrine that we are bound to ſin as 
long as we live, and muſt ſometimes ſerve the old 


maſter; this is eſtabliſning iniquity by a law; but 


if a man had been wholly led and captwated by luſt, 
or drink, or paſſion, or covetoufneſs, or the world, 
or by any other vice, let him apply to the Deliverer 


and he ſhall be ſet at liberty. Our Lord's hands that 


were once bound with chains and nailed upon the. 
croſs for him, ſhall unbind him and diſſolve his 
bonds, though he had made a league with hell, and 2 
covenant with death, it ſhould not ſtand ; let him 
call upon the name of the Lord, and he ſhall be 
ſaved, He brings the priſoner out of the priſon» 
houſe, and no fin, no inbred villainy and wickedneſs 


no guilt, no bonds of ſatan can detain a ſoul one 


moment longer when they believe in Jeſus. | All 
loſe their power and become like tow that has touched 
the fire. Before the word of Chriſt all the ſtrong- 
holds of ſatan tremble, and every one's bands are: 
looſed, This every believer has experienced; they 


know what flavery they were once in, how unhappy 


they were under the dominion of fin, till the mighty 
God, who made war with ſatan and overcame, __ 


L Þ 


preaches deliverance to them, and aſfured Wie 
hearts he had paid their ranſom, and was now their 
Redeemer, No one has a right to free debtors but 


the creditor, and he who pays all for them, nor may 


any man deliver the ſlaves from the gallies or planta- 


tions, or place of flavery, but he that bought them. 
In this reſpect therefore has our Lord Jeſus the pre- 


eminence, for he is Lord of all in heaven, and earth, 
and hell, and can free whom he will. Heis the only 


creditor, againſt him only have we ſinned, and he 
only can flankly forgive us, and acquit and releaſe us; 
but this he is more ready to do than we to aſg it It is 
His office, his work, and delight to preach deliverance 
to the captives, and to ſet them at liberty. If there- 


fore any are oppreſſed of the devil, or find themſelves 
chained and bound by ſin, turn to him as Deſenere 


of hope, look to him and be ſaved. 
Another part of our Saviour's work was to recover 


| Gyht to the blind. All our ſtupidity and ignorance 


in divine matters is called and ettcemed blindneſs in 


the ſcripture. 'T he god of this w orld has blinded. 


all, and with all propriety may it be ſaid, we were 
born blind. The blind perſon is not more at a loſs 


to know what light is, or to diſtinguiſh colours, than 
a natural man is to underſtand our Saviour and ſee 
his falvation. This is a hard doctrine to ſome, and 
eſpecially to ſuch as are knowing and gifted men, 
who have a philoſophical genius, and alſo to religious 


perſons who know the letter of the law, of God, can 
diſtinguiſh between ſound and unſound preaching, 
haye adhcred to the beſt church, and profeſſed the 
beft and moſt orthodox ſyſtem of faith and religion, 
Jo tell thele of their wa blind would offend them 


as much as when our Saviour once told it to the 


ſtrict Jew, who angrily aſked him, Are we blind 
als? Our Saviour anlwered, If ye were blind ye 


ſhould 
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ſhould have no fin, but becauſe ye ſay, we ſee, there» 
fore your fin remaineth For judgment I am come into 
the world, that they who ſee not might ſee, and thoſe 
that ſee might be made blind;“ that is, Jeſus was 
come to open the eyes of the blind, and to enlighten. 
thoſe that had ſat in daxkneſs and in the ſhadow of 
death, and to remove the ſcales. from their eyes, as 
he did by St. Paul, that they might ſee God and his 
ſalvation, But it is a melancholy thing when peo- 
ple ſuppoſe they know enough, and can ſes already, 
and are yet ſtrangers to our Saviour, and whoſe eyes 
were never anointed with his eye-ſalve, neither did 
they ever come to him to receive their ſight, Theſe 
are thoſe who love darkneſs, and are of the Laodicean 
ſtamp and ſpirit, who boaſted that they had need of 
nothing, and knew not; that they were poor, and 

miſerable, and blind, Such who proudly ſtand it 
out, and will have no other illumination but nature, 
no light but reaſon, receive no benefit by the goſpel ; 
Chriſt, the light of the world, is of no ſervice to 
them, they are only the more blind, and all their wife 
dom becomes a curſe and a ſnare to them, and their. 
brighteſt counſels are, like the counſel of Ahitophel, 

fooliſhneſs, „ 2 it a 
I believe all the gracious acts of our Lord, in re- 


ſpect of his curing ſo many blind people in the days 
of his fleſh, were written not only as a hiſtory of his 


deeds and miracles, but that ſouls, ſenſible of their 
blindneſs and darkneis, might apply to him and be 
enlightened, Let them then who are ſpiritually 
blind tread in the ſteps of Bartimeus, and others, let 


them fit in the way begging, and though they ſhould 


be perſuaded and charged by their prudent friends, 
who are afraid of their being righteous over much, 
to hold their peace, and not make ſo much ado, yet 


let them cry ſo much the more, Lord Jeſus ! thou 


Son 


| 
| 
; 
| 
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Son of David have mercy upon me.” See only the 
aſtoniſhing effect Bartimeus's prayers had upon the 
,ord ; he ſtood ſtil!; he could not proceed on his 
Journey till he had helped him, he called him to him, 
and aſked him, What wilt thou that | ſhou!d do 
unto thee?” and he anſwered, © Lord, that I might 
receive my fight; and Jeſus ſaid, receive thy fight, 
thy faith hath ſaved thee, and he received his fight 
and followed Jeſus in the way,” If you wiſh, O 
that I knew the road in which Jeſus would go, or 
could be ſo happy as Bartimeus, to know the place 
where he would paſs by, I would beg like him, and 
not ceaſe till 1 had prevailed ; then know, as ſurely 
as. Jeſus paſled along the road to Jericho, fo ſurely is 
he preſent where two or three are met in his name; 
o and fit with them, and be aſſured Jeſus paſſes by: 
f you cannot ſee him, he ſees you, and has compaſ- 
ſion on you. Speak to him and beg of him, as a 
beggar intreats for an alms; let neither friends nor 
foes prevent you to cry to him, till he has faid to 
ou, © Receive your fight, your faith has made you 
whole.” Thus has our Saviour done to many thou- 
ſands, and is come into the world on that errand, to 
_ preach recovering of ſight to the blind, He only ſaid 1 
in the beginning of the creation, Let there be light, 1 
and there was light,“ the ſame ſaid only to the blind Þ 
u 
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eyes Ephatha, and immediately they ſaw; let him 
only ſpeak the word and you ſhall no longer walk 


in darkneſs, but have the light of life. Many of thoſe. p 
who were healed by our Saviour could not relate = 
qiſtinctly how Jeſus did the miracle, and neither did 2 
he-work the ſame by all, but ſpat upon the ground li 
and anointed one man's eyes, touched another's, and | ſe 
only ſpake to a third; but this all could ſay, * One pt 
thing I know, that whereas I was blind now I ſee.”? m 
do ſome who have been converted and brought into an 
| marvellous 
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marvellous light by the divine Occuliſt, and whoſe 
blind eyes his tender mercy has opened, cannot 
always relate the direct manner of his Malings with 
them, or tell as others, ſtep by ſtep, all his gracious 
proceedings with them, but this all can affirm, * I 
know was blind, I know I was in darkneſs, and 
walked in darkneſs once, I did not know whet er I 
was going to heaven or hell, I was blind to my part 
and intereſt in the Lamb, I did not ſee him, I did 
not look upon him, I was blind, but now I ſee; I 
ſee Jeſus, I ſee the things that make for my peace, 
mine eyes have ſeen the Lord's ſalvation; he has 
recovered my fight, and I walk no longer in the 
cloud and in darkneſs, | know whither I am going, 
IT am a child of light and of the day, te Sun of 
righteouſneſs 1s riſen upon me, the 3 himſc!f is 
my light and my ſalvation, he is my ſun by day, and 
my moon by night, and my light ſhall go down no 
more ; God, my own God and Saviour, the Sun that 
went down in clouds and blood upon the mount Gol- 
gotha, is my light, and his countenance, once covered 
with ſhame and ſpittle, is my everlaſting brightneſs.” 

Yet another office of our Saviour was to ſet at 
liberty them that were bruiſed. This is to releaſe 
ſouls buffeted and hurried by ſatan, to extricate the 


tempted, and ſuch as are continually unſettled and 


unſafe through the perſecution and envy of the ſer- 
pent. There are ſome ſouls of whom it may be ſaid 
properly, they are bruiſed ; they are ſore with trials, 


and ſurrounded with numberleſs temptations, but 


they have a Friend who was tempted in all points 
like them, who will preach deliverance to them, and 
ſet them at liberty, ſo that the enemy ſhall not ap- 
proach to touch them and to do them violence no 
more; theſe have been likeſheep driven from the fold, 


and worried up and down in the wilderneſs by _— 
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of prey, but Jeſus is their good Shepherd, he ſays, „1 
will go after that which is driven away, | will bind 


up that which is torn, and heal that which is ſick, 


and I will bring them back and feed them in good 
. paſture.” There are ſome in the world pitiable in- 
deed, ſore and bruiſed above meaſure, but to none is 
our Saviour more nigh and tender than to theſe ; he 


pities them, and will ſurely lead them ſafe out of all 


temptations, and be their Saviour out of all their 


troubles; he will comfort all that mourn, they ſhall 


ſooner or later find him wipe away the tears from 
their eyes, and leave no cauſe to complain or ſigh any 


more for ever. Are ye bruiſed? tarry the Lord's 


leiſure, be ſtrong and he ſhall comfort your heart; 
only put your truſt in the Lord; though you ſow in 
tears you ſhall reap in joy, and though heavineſs may 
endure for a night, joy ſhall come in the morning 
though you paſs through the fire, and go through 
deep waters that rage and ſwell againſt you, remem- 
ber who has ſaid, ** Ye ſhall not be burnt, neither 
ſhall the waters ſwallow you up; he will ſay one day 
to you, Ye are they which have continued with 
me in my temptations, I alſo have appointed you to 
fit down with me in my kingdom; come in ye weary 
and heavy laden ſouls, enter the joy of your Lord!” 

T here is yet another office of our Saviour to be 
treated of, and that is, to publiſh the acceptable year 
of the Lord. There is a day of grace, and an ac- 
cepted time in which God is found, and wherein ſal- 
vation is tendered and offered, ſo long the door of the 
wedding chamber is open, ſo long the trumpet of 
jubilee ſounds, and it is poſſible to let this ſeaſon of 
mercy ſlip and paſs over. This was the caſe of the 
Iſraelites of old,. Forty years long was God grieved 
with them,” and when they always erred in their 


hearts, and gave no credence to his word, after he had 


ſaid, 


=> 
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ſaid, ce To- day if ye will hear my voice; he ſware 


that they ſhould not enter into his ref,” They were 
more thoughtful about the onions and garlick of 


Egypt, than to get the vineyards and olive-yards of 
Canaan, they longed more to go back and get the 
fleſh-pots and herbs of the heathen, than the land 
flowing with milk and honey, wherefore God gave 
them up to their luſts, and they periſhed in the wil» 
derneſs. Thus now many look after the pleaſures 
and vanities of the preſent life, and deſpiſe the 
pleaſures at God's right band ; they are eager and 
athirſt for the things of this world, to redeem them 


from which it has coſt the Lord fo dearly, and the 


true land of Canaan, the glory of all lands, they 
flight; all his tender calls are of little weight to 
them, the price with which they were ranſomed and 
bought is ſlighted, and they ſet the day of jubilee 
paſs over, and fo fall into the ſad eſtate of Jeruſalem, 
over which our Saviour weeping ſaid. O that thou 
hadſt known in this thy day the things that make for 
thy peace, but now they are hid from thine eyes.“ 

On the other hand, many embrace the gracious 
opportunity, and while it is called to-day lay hold on 
everlaſting life. It is our Saviour who has the honour 
to let the ſoul hear, Now is the acceptable time, 
no is the day of ſalyation !“ O that he would preach 
it to all here, and give you chearfully and joyfully to 
betake yourſelves now to the ſanctuary and hiding 
place of his wounds, that when the night comes, when 
no man can work, ye may be ſafe in thc i fuge, and ac- 


cepted for ſons and daughters of the Lord Almighty, 


The day and year of grace is now come, the goſ- 
pel is now preached, ſalvation is now ſet before you, 
all things are ready, let your hearts alſo be ready, 
and enter in by Jeſus, ſo ſhall ye experience all his 
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tender mercies and loving kindneſs, Let your eyes 
be faſtened on him, and your ears attend to the gra- 
cious words that proceed out of his mouth, hear all 
he ſays, and abide with him ; let him be your friend 
and Saviour, let him be the riches of your poor ſouls, 
and preach deliverance to you in your captivity, let 
him open your eyes and anoint them with his tears 
and blood, it is the beſt eye-ſalve, let him heal your 
broken hearts, and comfort you in all afliting times, 
Get an infight into his wounds and ſtripes, learn to 
prize. their healing, and to them bring every diſeaſe, 
and pain, and grief till you are entered into your 
Lord's joy. Sit down at his feet, like Mary, and 
hearken what he will ſay concerning you. Attend 
upon him and he will preach to you, he will be your 
Miniſter, and ſecretly manifeſt to you his love and 
grace; he will ſet you at liberty from all trials, and 
nd a way for you to eſcape in all temptations, and 
be your preſent help in the time of trouble. I have 
proved him and found him thus to me, and I heartily 
recommend you to him, that you alſo may be his 
witneſſes, and rejoice in your good Miniſter and 
Lord, who is ooly worthy to receive bleſſing, and 
honour, and glory for ever. Amen, 
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